
Nonfiction Audiobooks for the History Buff 
 

 
Pale Rider: The Spanish Flu of 1918 and How It 

Changed the World by Laura Spinney 
 

Describes the Spanish influenza pandemic of 1918 
and uses the latest findings in virology, 
epidemiology, and economics to show how the 
pandemic permanently changed global politics, race 
relations, medicine, religion, and the arts. 
OverDrive audiobook 

 
Sam Houston & The Alamo Avengers 

 by Brian Kilmeade 
 
 Brings to life one of the most pivotal moments in 
American history—the fight for Texas led by General 
Sam Houston who, along with his army of underdog 
Texans, was victorious over the enemy, securing 
their freedom and paving the way for America’s 
growth. 
OverDrive audiobook 

 
The First Wave: The D-Day Warriors Who Led the 
Way to Victory in World War II by Alex Kershaw 

 
An immersive account of the D-Day invasions 
presents stories of the men who carried out the 
most perilous missions, describing the extraordinary 
heroism of the Allied troops. 
OverDrive audiobook 

 
American Moonshot: John F. Kennedy and the 

Great Space Race by Douglas Brinkley 
 

Draws on new primary source material and firsthand 
interviews in a reassessment of the space program 
that examines the political, cultural, and scientific 
factors that launched NASA and the space race. 
OverDrive audiobook 

https://midland-mi.overdrive.com/media/3205192
https://midland-mi.overdrive.com/media/4570419
https://midland-mi.overdrive.com/media/4256843
https://midland-mi.overdrive.com/media/3750295
https://midland-mi.overdrive.com/media/3205192
https://midland-mi.overdrive.com/media/4570419
https://midland-mi.overdrive.com/media/4256843
https://midland-mi.overdrive.com/media/3750295


 
Stony the Road: Reconstruction, White Supremacy, 
and the Rise of Jim Crow by Henry Louis Gates, Jr. 

 
Chronicles America's post-Civil War struggle for 
racial equality and the violent counterrevolution that 
resubjugated black Americans throughout the 
twentieth century, as seen through the visual culture 
of the era. 
OverDrive audiobook 

 
Wild Bill: The True Story of the American Frontier’s 

First Gunfighter by Tom Clavin 
 

The definitive true story of Wild Bill, the first lawman 
of the Wild West. James Butler Hickock was known 
across the frontier as a soldier, Union spy, scout, 
lawman, gunfighter, gambler, showman, and actor. 
OverDrive audiobook 

 
The First Conspiracy: The Secret Plot Against 

George Washington by Brad Meltzer 
 
Presents the previously untold story of a pre-
Revolutionary War assassination attempt against 
George Washington by some of his own bodyguards, 
exploring how the plot catalyzed the creations of the 
CIA and FBI. 
OverDrive audiobook 

 
West Like Lightning: The Brief, Legendary Ride of 

the Pony Express by Jim DeFelice 
 

The thrilling narrative history of one of the most 
enduring icons of the American West, the Pony 
Express. An exciting tale of daring young men 
pushing limits to the extremes across the vast, 
rugged, and unsettled American West. 
OverDrive audiobook 

https://midland-mi.overdrive.com/media/4172620
https://midland-mi.overdrive.com/media/3980831
https://midland-mi.overdrive.com/media/3980793
https://midland-mi.overdrive.com/media/3022429
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https://midland-mi.overdrive.com/media/3022429


 
 

Sapiens: A Brief History of Humankind  
by Yuval Noah Harari 

 
A narrative history of humanity's creation and 
evolution explores how biology and history have 
defined understandings of what it means to be 
human and details the role of modern cognition in 
shaping the ecosystem and civilizations 
OverDrive audiobook 

 

 
 

Hitler’s Thirty Days to Power: January 1933  
by Henry Ashby Turner, Jr. 

 
Distinguished Yale historian Henry Ashby Turner, Jr. 
paints vivid portraits of the main players in the 
drama of January 1933 and, using newly available 
documents, masterfully recreates the bewildering 
circumstances surrounding Hitler’s unexpected 
appointment as chancellor of Germany. 
OverDrive audiobook 

 

https://midland-mi.overdrive.com/media/3255516
https://midland-mi.overdrive.com/media/2955561
https://midland-mi.overdrive.com/media/3255516
https://midland-mi.overdrive.com/media/2955561

